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"A River Runs Through It"
56.2 Acres Purchased
Completing the Dream
by Jon Seymour

As of November 14,2003, Oxbow, Inc. is the new
owner of 56.2 acres, sevenof which are on the eastbank
of the Great Miami River. President Jon Seymour
In 1985about20 individuals sat in a room and announced, "This is our first property on that side of
decided to try to save the Oxbow flood plain from the river and we can now say that the Great Miami River
industrialdevelopment I was not therebut manyof the runs right through our property."
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They passeda hat and collectedenoughmoney
to incorporateas Oxbow, Inc. In 18 yearsthrough the
generosityof the peoplein the tn-stateareaand beyond
we were able to purchaseover 700 acresand purchase
conservationeasements
on nearly 300 more acres. We
havebeenenormouslysuccessful.
Howeverwe arenot done! Actually our greatest
challengemay still lie beforeus. We still have nearly
600 acresof bottom land left to protectand one parcel
of that land belongingto a single owner is about 450
acres in size. We have never purchasedso much
property from a single owner. In the last 4 years we
havedonevery well purchasingseveralsmallproperties
andwith the aid of severallargedonations,smallgrants,
farm income, memberships,and memorials,we have
managedto stayfinancialhealthy.
Purchasinga 450 acre parcel from a single
owner will undoubtedlyexceedour bank balanceand
we will need to raise funds to make the purchase.
While we canbe creativein the termswe maketo reach
a deal of this magnitudewe would still be likely to be
many dollars short. We have raised large sums of
money before but in this age of cut backs many
charities have had to turn to public appeals; the
prospectsof competitionfor the charitabledollar are
dauntingto saythe least

Jon, TreasurerMark Westrich,Attorney Tim Mara
and Oxbow Inc.' s Indiana Attorney Bill Ewan
completedthe purchasewhich the late Board Member
Mark Espositodiligently had researchedfor months.
The land was propertyof CSX, the railroadpreviously
calledthe ChessieSystem.
(For more details, seepage 2.)

A long-time member of Oxbow, Inc. has
rememberedOxbow, Inc. in her will. Cincinnatian
Helen Wing hasgiven $17,943.66to help preserveour
wetlands.
She, without fanfare, cared about
conservation matters and wanted "to make a
difference." Other naturegroupsalso benefittedfrom
her estate.Oxbow, Inc. is most gratefulto HelenWing.
~~

-

-

members.This may be one of the mostfantasticgroups
of volunteersthat has ever come together. All the
membersareownersof Oxbow, Inc. andtheyact like it.

I will be keepingyou infonned of our attempts
to continueto expandour ownershipof the land within
the Oxbow flood plain. While the taskaheadof us may
be daunting,the peopleof Oxbow, Inc. arethe onesthat
That is wherewe haveour ace-in-the-hole.We I believe can rise to this challengeand completethe
have the Oxbow, Inc. organization and its owner dream.

by PresidentJon Seymour
available for next year's hunting season. This will
continue our concept of allowing hunting along the edge
of the preserve while maintaining a large center core
safe area, free from hunting. This model is successful
with many of the National Wildlife Refuges in the
United States and is consistent with our policy of
recognizing the hunter's role in conservation. The
purchase also gives Oxbow, Inc. its first land on the
east bank of the Great Miami River. This came as a
The propertyconsistsof about25 acressouthof surprise to us and is the result of the constantly shifting
the CSX railroad trestleand about32 acresnorth of the flow of the Great Miami. We can say for the first time
trestle. CSX insisted on maintaining ownershipof a that the Great Miami runs through Oxbow, Inc.
very wide right of way of 200 feet on either sideof the property.

On Friday, November14,2003,Mark Westrich,
Tim Mara, and I met in Bill Ewan's office in
Lawrenceburgto finalize the purchaseof propertynorth
andsouthof the CSX railroadtrestlecrossingthe Great
Miami River. This was an exciting momentfor me
sincethis is the first purchaseI havepresidedover since
becomingPresidentof this organization. The purchase
amountedto 56.2 acres.

centerof the trestle. Nonnally this would be a 60 foot
This purchasealso completesour ownershipof
right of way but the complexities of constructing
the
island
at the mouthof the GreatMiami River.
another trestle when the current one needs to be
replaceddictatea needfor lots of room.
(Pleasevisit our websiteat oxbowinc.organd to
view
and
print the complete map of Oxbow, Inc.
This purchaseis significant in severalways. It
nearly doubles the acreageeastof 1-275 that will be property.)

Oxbow-OWnedLand

The Great
Miami River runs
through Oxbow,
Inc. land recently
purchased from
CSX.
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track
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additional section
of the purchase.
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Oxbow,Inc. Memorials
Donor

Oxbow Inc.
Activities Schedule

In Memory of

SueAnderson

Robert C. Anderson

DonaldPollack,D.D.S.

JamesAmer

Oak CrestAnimal Hospital

Midas Conway

Ronald& JeanNoll

Dale Durbin

JoannaChappell
Mark &posito
John& NancyGetzendannerMark &posito
JasonKaffenberger
Mark &posito
Larry & KarenKinnett
Mark &posito
RebekahKinnett
Mark &posito
Jim & CynthiaSwango
Mark Esposito
John & Judith Wade
Mark &posito
CathyCole
EugeneKnapp

Nonna Flannery
Nonna Flannery

Nancy Haynes
EugeneKnapp
George& JeanPerbix
CynthiaStarr

FrancesMercer
FrancesMercer
FrancesMercer
FrancesMercer

Oak CrestAnimal Hospital

Max Tomlinson

Tribute
StevePelikan& Anita Buck to Mary Uhlenbrockwho
sewedthe netsfor Steve'sinsecttraps.

Oxbow, Inc. has established Memorials in honor of
those who have passedon, Each Memorial establishedin the
nameof a friend or loved one will be enrolled ~rmanently in the
recordsof the Corporation. Eachcontribution to a Memorial will
be ocknowledgedto the family or to thoseselectedby the donor.
Contributions should be sent to Oxbow, Inc., P.O. Box
43391, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45243-0391. Be sure to enclose the
namesand addresses
of thoseto receivethe ocknowledgemenl

Programs
Tuesday,January 13,2004,7:30p.m.
EarthConnection,Mt. St. JosephCollege
Presented bI CREW, the Center for Conservation
and Researchof EndangeredWildlife located at the
Cincinnati Zoo. A special speaker will presentthe
concept and researchprograms of this fascinating
facility. CREW conducts reproductiveresearchin a
wide variety of animals and plants focused on
preservingthreatenedspecies.ALSO ELECfIONS.
Tuesday, February 10,2004,7:30 p.m.
Public Library, Lawrenceburg, Indiana
Our President .10n SeIJl}our will talk on "The
Wildlife of AransasNational Wildlife Refuge,Texas."
This will be a photo tour from car and boat, including
shotsof the scarcewhoopingcrane.
The LawrenceburgUbrary is oowntown at 123 High
Street. Take a left off US 50 onto Walnut Streetand then right
on High Street.

Field Trip
Saturday, February 12,2004,8:00 3.m.
Meet Darlena Graham at the Oxbow parking lot for
an early morning stroll. With luck, ducks will be
passingthroughthe Oxbow on spring migration.
To get to the new park.inglot. turn southfrom Rt50 at
the Shell gasstation in Greendale,drive back to the cementplant.
turn right to the end of the road . then left and that's it

Please Note: No January walk. The traditional owl
walk at ShawneeLookout Park is postponed becauseof
deer culling in the Hamilton County Parks.

Board Elections January 13
five membersof the Oxbow, Inc. Boardof Directorsare
up for re-electionto a three year term at the January 13 general
membership meeting at EarthConnection, Ml St. Joseph
College. They are: Jerry Lippert, Morris Mercer, Aaron
Perlman,Jon Seymourand Mark Westrich.
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Members in good
standing are eligible to vote. To get to EarthConnection,drive
south at the intersectionof Delhi Pike and NeebRood in Delhi,
turn immediately left into a parking lot and immediatelyright to
the upper parking lot

~
~ld

We have had our sad momentstoo with the
deaths of two board members,Nonna Flannery and
Mark &posito. We also lost FrancesMercer,the wife
of boardmemberMorris Mercer. All threewereactive
in their supportof Oxbow, Inc. right to the end and we
haveall becomebetterpeoplefor knowingthem.

I'"

Notes

by

Mercer

I am back in Centervillewith my daughterand
her family and my field notesare rather limited. My
field notes for this issue could only be what is seen
from a doctor's office or hospital room. I do want to
thank everyonefor their prayers,cards,flowers, visits,
phonecalls andgood wishes.

However, care for the flood plain needs to
continue even while we are in mourning. Forty-nine
volunteersshowedup to removean astounding4.3 tons
of accumulatedtrashfrom the Oxbow in just 3 hoursof
intensivelabor. This doesnot include the hundredsof
tires that werecollectedand will needto be disposedof
separately. We were fortunate to have Rumpke,Inc.
donatethe use of the dumpsterand the Port-o-let we
had on-sitefor the clean-up. HardintownSalvage,our
nextdoor neighbor,donatedthe two culvertswe usedon
the Oxbow Lake road, and the Hamilton County Parks
system sold us the native prairie seedfor a discount
price. Where would we be without help from our
friends?

2003 has been a very wet year around the
Oh, we still have problems. Anyone who has
Oxbow and a year that I wish I could forget someof,
but a year Oxbow has come a long way. I hopeto be tried to drive out to Mercer Pond this summer has
almost undoubtedlybeendisappointedas the road has
backin the Oxbow soon.
been impassible most of the summer. Also, the
drainagefrom the LawrenceburgConservancyDistrict
Thanksto everyone.
hasbeenflowing directly into Oxbow Lake all summer
rather than into the Ohio River as designed. Both of
theseproblemshavethe samename- BEAVER.
It is kind of frustrating to be stymied by our
own wildlife. Still we would havebeenableto clearthe
offending culvert damshad thereever beena dry spell
this year. With the constantheavyrainsof this summer
the beaverdamsin the culvertsweretoo far underwater
to clear. Finally at the start of NovemberKani Meyer
and I were able to clear the culvert under the road to
Mercer Pond. We are still working on the blocked
culvertin the LawrenceburgConservancyDistrict.

~

Jon Sevmour.Oxbow.Inc. President

My goodness,what a year!
In 2003, we conducted a conttolled burn, planted
a prairie, built two parking areas, constructed two culvert
overpasses, and held our
first members clean-up.
Increased random pattols by the Dearborn County
Sheriff's Department have resulted in ATV operators
and campers being asked to leave the area, and illegal
hunters arrested and fined. These improvements will
make the Oxbow area safer, better for the wildlife, and
easier for members and visitors to enjoy.

The newest parking area we constructed is
particularly significant to me since it is accessibleto
members and visitors of limited mobility that are
confined to automobilesor are limited to only short
distancetravel from their automobiles. This new area
southof OspreyLake overlooksthe middle of Oxbow
Lake and mostof the lake canbe seenfrom this vantage
point We still needto put up poststo makecertainwe
do not lose any vehicles over the edge and several
branchesand busheswill needto betrimmedto openup
the view. However we will keep the trees that are
currently on the bank so the view will be partially
obstructed. This will allow viewing but still provide a
screenfor the wildlife to feel safeandundisturbed.

out, migrating only during darkness. A banding effort with
appropriatelyplacedmist nestsmight shed somelight on yellow
rail frequencyat the Oxbow. Even with mist nets,the yellow rail
may be too scarceto find

.

uslngs

by Dave Styer

A Celebrationof New Bird Species
in the OxbowArea
Severn]birds havebeenaddedto the Oxbow arealist in
the ten years since Birds of the Oxbow was published.On the
rainy morning of October 14, 1995, Steve Pelikan went to the
Oxbow to lead a field trip. Not surprisingly no one showedup,
but Stevewas there and appropriatelydressed,so he sloggedon
out That turned out to be a great choice of action: Stevesaw a
yellow rail and a sedgewren, both new to the Oxbow arealist!
When 1 got back from California in August of 1997,
Ned Keller calledand told me therewas a swallow-tailedkite out
at Tanner'sCreek, on the west side of Lawrenceburg.1 called
StevePelikan and we went out and saw it Although we could
seethe kite from the Oxbow area,1 was not surethat it was ever
really in the area. Any sighting of one of the world's most
graceful birds is worthy of mention. Let's add the mouth of
Tanner'sCreek to the Oxbow area- that would nicely take care
of the problem of whether or not we should add the swallowtailed kite to the Oxbow arealist
On December 18, 1999, Steve Pelican and I were
participating in a Christmas Bird Count when Steve saw a
common redpoll in the "old fairgrounds" field just across the
levy from the Argosy parking garage.That redpoll nicely topped
off the day's bird list, and madea fine additionto the Oxbow area
bird list
This past fall, on October 5, Charlie Saundersand
StevePelikan found a clay-coloredsparrowat the Oxbow, near
Argosy. Stevewrote, "It was funny becauseJon Dunn had just
describedto Charlie what Dunn had to say about clay-rolored
spalTOws.
So Charlie'sm was basedon up-to-datefield craft. I,
on the other hand. had just spenta trip to Spring Grove looking
at abouta dozentransientchipping sparrowsand m'd the bird by
saying~
'That ISN'T a chipping sparrow.'"
That's five new speciesin ten years. Not bad! Four of
them were honestly in the Oxbow area and the other was too
good to leaveout. The four were reasonablebirds to add to the
Oxbow list. Let's review the expectationsfor each of these
species. The yellow rail must be a migrant through the
Cincinnati area. I have always suspectedthat it visits the Oxbow
area every fall but that we don't normally see it. I have never
seenone. They sneak through thick vegetation rather than fly

The sedgewren is another migrant that passesthrough
the Oxbow area. Patti Niehoff and I saw one on September25,
1999; Steve and Charlie saw one the day they saw the claycolored sparrow.The vicinity of the prairie habitat near Jackpot
Pondis excellentfor fall migrants.
The common redpoll is a northernbird that comessouth
to the Cincinnati areaevery few years.Why shouldn'tit visit the
Oxbow areaoncein a while? Redpollscould pauseandfeed along
with sparrows,goldfinches,and other finches.
The clay-colored slX\rTOwshould be expected as a
migrant. Perhaps,it will become more common; its breeding
range has expandedover the past century. Frank M. Chapman's
Handbookof Birds, 6th ed., 1901,says it "breedsfrom northern
Nebraska.central Iowa, and northern Illinois northward." Roger
Tory Peterson'sA Field Guide to the Birds, 2nd ed., I 947.claims
it "breeds in brushy country from Great Slave Lakes s. to n.
Nebraska.nw. Illinois, and n.-cent. Michigan." Peterson's4th
ed., 1980,showsthe breedingrangeextendingacrossOntario all
the way to the eastend of Lake Ontario. By now, the rangeof the
clay-colored s~w
has spread so that it breeds in Quebec
province and central New York state. Now that clay-colored
sparrows nest north of us, all the way from northwest to
northeast,we can expectmigrantsto passthrough the Cincinnati
area.Times do changethings: Kemsiesand Randledo not even
mention the clay-colored sparrow in The Birds of Southwestern
Ohio (1953). Duncan Evered saw the first Hamilton County
record in Burnett Woods in 1986. By now at least a dozen have
beenseenin the Cincinnati area.The prospectis good for more in
the Oxbow area.
The swallow-tailed kite is a stray from the south. The
many people who did see that bird should count themselves
lucky. As Bruce Peterjohn wrote in The Birds of Ohio, "It is
difficult to imagine that these elegant raptol's once resided in
Ohio." That was nearly 200 years ago, and kite nesting habitat
may not even exist in the north any more.
There havebeenother changesto the bird life in the area
in the decadesince Birds of the Oxbow was written. In the next
issueI will comment
on someof these,and I will tell
you the next five
speciesthat will get addedto the
Oxbow bird list.

Sedge
Wren

01
so that otherscan assistin controlling invasive piants.

Raptors Save the Day
The November 1 Oxbow field trip started out under
threatening skies, but the rain held off, and interesting birds
rewardedthe dozenintrepid birderswho showedup in spiteof the
threat of rain. We startedout with a rather late immature BlackcrownedNight Heron, standingmotionlessseveralfeet back into
the brushat the upperend of the Oxbow. I'm not surewhetherwe
would haveever seenhim, if I hadn'tput a scopeon a GreatBlue
standingout in the opennearby.
The weatherhad beentoo warm for waterfowl migration
to get well underway, andthe only ducksthat joined the expected
Mallards and Wood Ducks were a few Northern Shovelers.
Raptorssavedthe day, though.An immatureCooper'sHawk was
so richly colored that we spent a while trying to turn it into
somethingmore exotic. The day was too cloudy for vultures to
be soaring,but we found severalBlack Vultures in a tree on our
way out of the Oxbow pastJackpotPond.
The star of the trip was an adult Peregrine.We first saw
it from quite a ways off, perchedat the top of one of the power
pylons. When it didn't move, we decidedto try to get closer. It
finally let us drive to within about 50 yards and set up the scope
for good, close, long looks. It finally took off after a group of
Mourning Doves about half a mile away. It separatedone from
the flock, but the dove escapedwith nothing more than a good
scare.We lost the falcon as it flew off towards Kentucky, no
doubt still looking for breakfast~
...Ned Keller

How to Control Invasive Plants
Tom Borgman of the Hamilton County Park District's
ManagementTeam presenteda very infonnative and entertaining
program December9 at the LawrenceburgLibrary replete with
tests and give-aways. Speaking on the theme of Controlling
Invasive Plants. Tom emphasizedthat these plants severely
reduce diversity costing homeownersand governmentalgroups
millions of dollars every year in their control and eradication.
Invasive plants are the greatest threat to plants and animals
alreadyendangered
by habitatloss.
Among the invasives common to our area are purple
loostrife, lessercelandine,Canadathistle, teasel,autumn olive,
garlic mustard, the bush honeysuckles,Japanesehoneysuckle,
Japaneseknotweed and Johnson grass. These plants are
sometimesintroducedon purposethroughhorticultural or wildlife
plantingsas well as roadsideplantingsto control erosion.
Every one of us can help in our own yards by
eliminating these species. Methods for control include
mechanicallypulling or cutting, burning (only if you really know
what you are doing!), biological controls and chemical controls
(herbicides~ The latter method is probably the one most
frequently usedand there are now chemicalsout there that harm
the environmentlessthan others. As responsiblestewardsof the
environment,we all needto learn about theseplantsthat threaten
our nativewild areasand do our part in spreadingthis knowledge

... Kani

Meyer

Visiting Nantucket:
A Joy on a Rainy Night in Delhi
Once again, an exiting evening was in store for those
attendingan Oxbow meeting.On November 11, 2003, Dr. John
Ferner of the Thomas More College biology department,
presentedhis view of Nantucket, an island off Massachusetts
roughly shapedlike a crescentmeasuringabout 15 miles long and
4 miles wide. Normally, it has a population of less than ~
people but this swells to 100,000 during the summer tourist
season.Accessto the island is by ferry. This meansthe islanders
are interdependentand self-containedas are most island people
becauseof their isolation.
The islanderscome from a whaling tradition including
one prominent family: the Starbucks. In fact, Herman Melville
took the namefor the first-mate aboardthe Pequod, the whaling
ship in Moby Dick. Later, the nameStarbucks becameperhaps
evenmorefamouswith the namingof a brandof coffee.
Another prominent citizen of Nantucket was Maria
Mitchell. She was the first woman astronomerand was very
interestedin conservationwhich together with preservationare
important goals on the island today. About eight organizations
are currently working to procurelandfor habitatfor wildlife. It is
interestingto note that over half of the island is preservedin this
manner.
A look at the exotic plant list demonstratesthat the
problem of invasive botanical species in not unique to the
mainland. Studies of amphibian and reptile populations were
exploredandprovokeddiscussionandquestions.
We also learnedabout some issueswhich confront the
Nantucketcommunity: the numberof automobilesin the tourist
season,the presenceof wind farms, cobblestonestreetsand the
absenceof the cod. This gave us an up-to-dateflavor of island
life. Our virtual visit to Nantucketwas a joy and a pleasureon a
rainy night in Delhi.
Carol Molleran

Great Slides of Birds in Flight
Tuesday, October 14, was our Oxbow meeting and
program in Lawrenceburg. If you remember, it was a wild
weatherday in our area with heavy rain and lots of wind. There
were 15 of us who bravedthe elementsand really enjoyedseeing
Ralph Scott's slidesof birds in flight.
We haveall seenbirds in flight but their movementsare
so fast you don't seewhat Ralph caught on film. Maybe having
been a pilot in WWII, he knows what causeslift and which
feathersto keepan eye on so as to be readyat the precisemoment
to click the shutter.Ralph's slidescoveredmany of the birds that
visit the Oxbow and also birds of Honda. If you get a chanceto
see his slides, ~n't miss it. It was a very good program.
Morris
Mercer

Oxbow, Inc. member Junior Dark of Hardintown Salvage donated two culverts that Oxbow, Inc.
members Rick Pope, Bob Schlegel, and Jon Seymour installed in two areas of road along the southwest
shore of Oxbow Lake. These culverts, pictured above and below, will allow water draining from the upland
fields to flow back into Oxbow Lake without flowing over the top of the fann road. This flow makes the
road impassablewhen it occurs and the installation of the culverts should allow members use of the road
more days during the year. Thanks, Junior Dark. for your needed assistance. Thanks, too, to the three
men who rolled up their sleevesand went to work.
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